


To enhance children’s learning with creative resources 
from the arts community.

Young Audiences of Oregon & SW Washington has steadily 
grown in scope and programming since we were founded in 
1958. We’ve evolved from presenting only a few classical 
music performances to currently providing a roster of over 
200 skilled teaching artists with programs in multiple 
artistic disciplines and cultures. We connect these 
artists with classroom teachers and together they use 
the arts to make learning come alive for their students.

In the 2009-2010 school year, Young Audiences of Oregon 
& SW Washington:

•  Served 204 schools in 33 districts
•  Provided arts experiences to over 77,000 children
•  Helped 86 area schools raise over $672,000 through 
  Run For The Arts
•  Presented 217 residencies and 293 performances by 
  professional teaching artists

Through Young Audiences’ Run For The Arts, schools raise 
the funds that make it possible to bring artists into 
their classrooms, purchase art supplies and pay for field 
trips to performances and exhibitions.

Young Audiences teaching artists are dedicated to emboldening 
the imaginations of young people, have strategies for 
working with the complexities and challenges of school 
environments, and are continually growing as teachers 
and as artists. As part of our commitment to supporting 
our artists, we offer an array of opportunities for them 
to hone their skills and further develop their programs. 
Last year, we offered peer mentoring, observations by 
master teaching artists, monthly salons to explore topics 
that ranged from ponderous to pragmatic, and one-on-one 
technical assistance with staff.

We also work with teachers and provide professional 
development opportunities for them to explore new ways 
of using the arts to empower learning. The Arts for 
Learning Literacy Lessons form a ground-breaking literacy 
program that blends the creativity and discipline of the 
arts with cutting-edge learning science to raise student 
achievement in reading and writing.

OUR MISSION:



Lisa Kristen-Scott is a YA 
teaching artist who brings 
students into the world of 
quilting and together they 
explore color, design, and 
the history of the art form. 
They also dance the quilt 
block, making a kinesthetic 
investigation paralleling 
their aesthetic one. Known 
for her compassion and for 
her rigor as a teacher, 
she specializes in working 
with at-risk adolescents and 
special needs students; many programs invite her 
back year after year. We were happy to recognize Lisa’s 
dedication and tremendous impact by naming her Artist of 
the Year.

Here’s Lisa talking about one 
of her students…

The student whose pillow is 
in the photo to the left, sat 
in the back and said things 
like, “This is the stupidest 
thing I have ever done. I 
HATE this.” 

We learn the pillow designs 
by cutting and gluing paper shapes first. 

His paper quilt pieces would often be torn or wadded up 
in the trash. I would pull them out of the trash and ask 
him quietly if I could keep them for a little while, just 
in case. Of course I made no eye contact, just focusing 
on the work and gently pointing out what was going well 
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We were so pleased to have the 2010 Sunburst Awards 
Luncheon be part of Young Audiences’ National Conference. 
The conference theme was The Creative Umbrella, and we 
were excited to share our community’s extraordinary 
commitment to the arts in education with visitors from 
across the country.

2010 SUNBURST AWARDEES
The Sunburst Awards are given annually by Young Audiences 
of Oregon & SW Washington to recognize exemplary commitment 
to arts in education.
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with it: his cool color choices, the way he successfully 
followed a complex pattern, his craftsmanship in gluing 
it all down. His response was resistance. I held his work 
like it was precious and, with his (seemingly indifferent) 
permission, I framed it and displayed it along with the 
other students’ work on the wall. Some students responded 
positively to his work: “Hey man, that’s tight.” To which 
he grunted, “Whatever, man, this is still stupid.”

Then came fabric day. Fabric day is where the students 
are given 180 choices of fabric, all pre-cut into exact 
3.5” squares, arranged according to the color wheel 
and numbered with clothes pins. It’s a smorgasbord of 
possibilities and experimentation is welcome. Even if 
students have their shapes cut and glued down, they can 
still tear it all off and start completely over, if that 
will make their pillow more meaningful for them. 
Despite his resistance, this student couldn’t resist the 
monkey fabric. And then he found the planets and that was 
it. He was focused, driven. As with his earlier paper work, 
he used strong color choices, and translated a complex 
pattern into a larger scale and onto fabric. He did all 
his own sewing. Of course he finished early. And he used 
his extra time in class to help others, even sewing for 
them if necessary. I gently recognized his leadership in 
the class, giving him credit for being willing and able 
to teach others.

I don’t want to get clinical here, but as the teacher, 
my role is to create and maintain an unshakable safe 
container for my students to explore, even push against if 
necessary, and be successful. Frustration and resistance 
are always good signs for me because I know the student 
wants something and is fighting for something. And it’s my 
job to stay close by, remain flexible with possibilities 
and hopefully offer the juicy, irresistible thing that 
works for them.



Young Audiences is proud to be the Implementation Partner 
for The Right Brain Initiative – a collaborative effort 
seeking to ensure quality arts learning experiences for 
every k-8 student in the Portland tri-county region. 
The Initiative’s programming is based in classroom arts 
experiences, which are co-planned by teaching artists 
and classroom teachers to integrate the arts across the 
curriculum. Young Audiences is also an arts provider 
for the Initative, offering its teaching artists the 
opportunity to join this innovative program.

In 2009-10, the Initiative’s first full school year, the 
program served nearly 11,000 students across four school 
districts (Gresham-Barlow, Hillsboro, North Clackamas, 
and Portland) in 23 schools, as well as 540 teachers and 
65 artists.

Turiya Autry, a YA teaching artist, also offers her spoken 
word and slam poetry residencies for the Initiative. A 
published poet, performer and instructor of Black Studies, 
Turiya introduces students to a variety of diverse, 
historical African-American literary forms. 

Listen to Turiya talk about her mission with students…

“Students have so many writing requirements and the 
advantage I have as an artist is I can remove all the 
barriers. The students (some for the first time) are able 
to write about whatever they want and learn the joy of 
finding a way to express themselves through writing….If 
they enjoy it then they will keep doing it.”

Turiya has had the opportunity to work with many student 
populations in her work as a residency and performing 
artist. She has traveled far and wide throughout the 
ten counties YA serves. While she receives evaluations 
from teachers and thank-yous from students, she doesn’t 
always hear directly about the longer-term effectiveness 
of her residencies.

The Right Brain Initiative 
has built into its program 
model an opportunity for 
artists to sit with the 
collaborating teachers after 
the residency in order to 
reflect on student learning.

While Turiya was doing a Right 
Brain residency at Lincoln 
Street in Hillsboro she was able 
to witness the transformation 
of a painfully shy boy who at 
the end of the residency was 
one of the students who got 
up and performed their work. 
Afterwards while sharing with 
teachers, Turiya learned that 
the transformation had not ended 
there. The teachers shared that 
the same boy now had a new level 
of confidence which they could 
see in the way he carried himself 
in the halls and in class. 

Turiya Autry

THE RIGHT BRAIN INITIATIVE



Subashini 
Ganesan 

MAD HOT ANYTHING GOES! 
Suba has a story to tell about Zoë, a 5th grade girl, who “would 
come to the first few sessions and stand in her place without 
moving. Toward the latter half of the classes she would talk 
to her teacher, quietly but fairly frustrated. She was such a 
perfectionist that it kept her from moving. Her teacher and I 
planned a little scheme to get her asking me questions one-on-
one at the end of class (without the scrutiny of other students). 
When the residency was almost over and it was time to decide who 
wanted to participate in the big YA gala, she was one of the 
first to volunteer!” 

Creative Science, a Title I school in outer Southeast 
Portland was selected as the 2009-2010 recipient of 
the school-wide Dance Around the World Grant. In total, 
students received 93 hours of classroom instruction with 
professional teaching artists in disciplines ranging from 
African dance to ballroom dance to circus skills. The 
fourth and fifth grade students studied Bharathanatyam, 
South Indian classical dance, with Subashini Ganesan, a 
Young Audiences teaching artist. Twenty of these students 
went on to perform for an audience of over 300 at Mad Hot 
Anything Goes, our annual fundraising gala held May 22 at 
The Governor Hotel. 

By learning body postures, rhythmic 
footwork patterns and hand gestures of 
this traditional athletic South Indian 
dance form, students are able to dramatize 
stories in a new way, both individually 
and as a group. Suba, founder of Natya 
Leela Academy, has been studying the form 
since she was 4 ½ years old and provides 
students with tools to challenge 
themselves physically, emotionally and 
intellectually. 

Of Suba’s teaching, Ashley Collins, 
the 4th grade teacher and lead contact 
for the entire project, said, “Suba 
has a very thoughtful and respectful 
way of engaging children.” 



Young Audiences’ Arts for Learning (A4L) Literacy Lessons is 
a set of five arts-integrated literacy lessons for grades 3-6, 
including Lesson Units led by classroom teachers and Residencies 
taught by Young Audiences teaching artists. Developed through 
National Young Audiences and a design team from the University 
of Washington, the program empowers educators through teacher 
professional development and the accompanying in-class artist 
residencies. Throughout the process, students work back and 
forth in an integrated manner between literacy and arts as 
they strengthen their creative and critical thinking skills, 

learn about and create in each 
art form, and build higher-level 
literacy skills aligned with state 
and local standards.  Students learn 
experientially, deepening their 
understanding and ability to apply 
knowledge, analysis and imagination 
to multiple problems and contexts.

Terri Nelson is a freelance 
illustrator, inker and background 
artist for Periscope Studio and 
has worked on a variety of comics 
and graphic novels. She also has a 
teaching credential and likes to 
work with literacy learning. She 
says, “Comic books and graphic 
novels are great for children with 
reading difficulties because 
they can look at the images and 
should read understand what the 
words mean through context.” 

In the Arts for Learning Companion Residency Terri co-developed 
with YA, she leads an exploration of the art form of the 
graphic novel. As they conceive, write and draw illustrations 
to a storyline that uses a nursery rhyme as a basis for 

creating a new plot, students learn about the literacy concepts 
of visualization, author’s choice, point of view and story 
elements. Their research and creativity culminates with a 
presentation of finished storyboards through a reading and an 
exhibition. 

In one of her classes she taught an autistic girl, and one of 
the aspects of her autism was that she struggled with both 
reading text and reading social cues. The subject for the 
class session was story board. The girl created a wonderful 
storyboard about horses. She showed the horses in various 
“scenes”, running, gathered in a meadow and so on. Part of the 
assignment was to work dialogue into the storyboard. So Terri 
said to the girl, “Think about showing the reader what the 
horses are thinking.” The girl carefully drew a thought bubble 
for each horse in each scene, and each of those horses was 
thinking, “Neigh.” 

“I teach the kids that drawing is almost as 
much about what you erase.In order to achieve 
success you must overcome failure.” In this 
kind of learning, no one is searching for the 
one and only correct answer; in this kind of 
learning students learn the tools for crafting 
(and re-crafting) their own solutions.

Terri Nelson

ARTS FOR LEARNING



2009-2010 DONORS 
Since 1958, the community has generously supported Young 
Audiences’ commitment to the presence of the arts in education. 
This community giving is led by the Sunburst Society Patrons, 
who are committed to sustaining the work of Young Audiences 
through a gift of $1,000 or more.

SUNBURST SOCIETY PATRONS
Alex Aillon
Debi Bradway
Glynda Brockhoff
Ric Carey
Cheryl L. Cebula
Dr. Suzanne Cusick
Dr. Al Davidian
Dr. Michael E. Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Elliott
Chuck Floberg
Chris Gunderson
Barkley Hedinger
Kiki Hillman
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Hulsman
Christian Joly
Cindy Laurila
Gary Maffei & Marcus Lintner
Michael Magaurn
David Magilke & Butch 

Williams
Mary McKinney Ezell and Flay 

Ezell Fund of the Wentworth 
Foundation

Page & Lynn Mesher
Robert & Tracy Moir
James & Joan Neice
Karolyn Neupert
Paul O’Brien
Gwen Ozaki
Gail Perkins
Steve Reinisch
L. Jan Robertson
Judy Rompa
Roy Slack

Marie E. VerMeer
Paula Wight
Robin Mesher

$20,000 AND ABOVE
James F. and Marion L. Miller 

Foundation
KPTV

$5,000 - $19,999
The Collins Foundation
Dizzy Feet Foundation
Far West Fibers, Inc.
Fred Meyer fund of the Kroger 

Co. Foundation
Bill Furman
Hedinger Family Foundation
Herbert A. Templeton 

Foundation
Juan Young Trust
KeyBank
Heather  Killough
Eli Morgan
Norris, Beggs & Simpson 

Companies
OCF Joseph E. Weston Public 

Foundation 
Oregon Arts Commission
Oregon Cultural Trust
Oregon Screen Impressions
Phileo Foundation
Portland Center Stage
Portland Youth Philharmonic
Ray Hickey Foundation

FINANcIALS

Total Expenses: 
$1,510,246

Net Asset Balance 
$367,677

Fundraising
7% = $98,542

Administration
6% = $93,268

Program
87% = $1,318,436

Total Revenues: 
$1,433,029

non-Run For The Arts schools
26% = $371,001

Individuals
6% = $92,765

Corporations
3% = $44,187

Foundations
10% = $138,893

Young Audiences of Oregon, Inc. is a non-profit charitable organization 
under Section 501(c)3 of the United States Internal Revenue Code. McDonald 
Jacobs P.C. audits the financial statements. Copies are available upon 
request from Young Audiences of Oregon, Inc.

Non-profit Organizations
6% = $81,157

Government
1% = $14,000

Other 
(including in-kind contributions)

1% = $18,971

Run For The Arts schools
47% = $672,055



Mr. Ernie Bloch, II
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Bolliger
Kathleen Bristow
Kathryn Bruebaker
Mr. & Mrs. Andy Burns
Dawn Carter
Dave & Kathie Castricano
Woan-Ru Chen
Adam Cherry
Sue Ellen Christensen
Chubb Insurance
Jennifer Cies
Nancy Clark
Cheryl Class
Kathryn Coffel
David & Ann Marie Coghill
Brianna Conrow
Jody Cox
Eloise Damrosch & Gary 

Hartnett
Bob & Karen Dernedde
Dr. Richard Dobrow
Deb Federici
Tim & Nancy Findlay
Samantha Fishman
Diane & Charles Forslund
Charles Fraiser
Olivia Froebe
Stuart Greenberger & Joy 

Sugawara
Ken J. Griggs
Michelle Grillo
Don & Mary Jane Hamaker
William & Barbara Harris
Penny Hathaway
Betsy Hatton
Trina Headley
Joseph & Tysa Hempfling
Mike & Donna Henderson
Denis Hickey
James Hicks (in honor of 

David Gray Hicks)
David Hicks
Greg & Mary Hinckley
Karen Hinsdale

Behzad Hosseini
Pamela & Bob Howard
Enoch Huang
Phillip Hyun & Grace Lee
J. Thayer Company
Jack in the Box
Alitha Leon Jenkins
Diane Jenkins & Bill Babcock
Gordon Jenkins
Loretta Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Neil Jones
Carla Judge
Meg Kahrs
Timothy A. Kalberg
Karen Kelly
Kilmer, Voorhees and Laurick
Julie Kuni
Robert Lamb
Rebecca Lang
John & Betsy Larson
Michael & Eva Leech
Regan & Gina Leon
Jeffrey Leon
Beth Levy
Jonathan Levy  & Nancy Stone
Kathleen Lewis
James Lindsay & Anne Churchill 
Carole Lintner
Michele Livingston
Fae Lowe
Stephen & Cindy Mahaffey
Liane McAllister
William & Margo McKinney
Greg & Jenifer McWade
Kristi L. Meade
David Meesenburg
Mentor Graphics Foundation
Deborah Miller (in honor of 

Geri & Steve Jacobs)
Daniel P. Monaghan, Jr.
Margaret Moore
Karen R.W. Morgan
John & Marian Neumann
Oregon Chambers Players
Ernestine Oringdulph

$5,000 - $19,999 (continued) 
Regional Arts & Culture 

Council, including support 
from the City of Portland, 
Metro, and Clackamas, 
Multnomah and Washington 
counties

U.S. Bank/U.S. Bancorp 
Foundation

Umpqua Bank
Work for Art, including 

contributions from hundreds 
of employees at companies 
throughout the Portland 
metropolitan area

Young Audiences, Inc.

$1,000 - $4,999
The Autzen Foundation
Ball Janik LLP
Boly:Welch Recruiting
Directors Mortgage, Inc.
Fred Meyer
Leotta Gordon Foundation
Gretchen Holce
Hoover Family Foundation
H.W. Irwin & D.C.H. Irwin 

Foundation
The Jackson Foundation
Janice Griffin Gallery
KPDX
Leupold & Stevens Foundation
Maybelle Clark Macdonald Fund
Northwest Children’s Theater 

and School
Oregon Ballet Theatre
Oregon Children’s Theatre
Pacific Power 
Perkins & Company, P.C.
PGE Foundation
The Anne & Eli Shapira 

Charitable Foundation
The Snowman Foundation

$500 - $999
A-dec Inc.
Apsler Fund of The Oregon 

Community Foundation 
John Branam
Elizabeth Cebula
City Center Parking
Pat & Pris Cronin
Anne & James F. Crumpacker
Michael Erickson
Joel Grayson
J. Clayton & Sudee Hering
Randy Hitz
Tom Hughes
Dr. Fernando Leon
Dr. Dolores Leon
Ralph & Brenda MacRoberts
Meredith Corp. Foundation
Rudi Milpacher
Nathan Family Charitable Fund 

of The Oregon Community 
Foundation

Nathan Overmeyer
Portland Children’s Museum
Roberts Kaplan LLP
David & Kathie Thompson
The WRG Foundation

UP TO $499
A Children’s Place Bookstore
Ken & Jill Abere
Steven Adkins & Megan Drake
Marc Alexander
Dina Alexander
Emily Anderson
Art In Hand-Portland Project
Dr. & Mrs. James Asaph
Betty Balmer
Dan Balmer & Michelle Sang
Garth & Sara Barbee
Mr. & Mrs. Ogden Beeman
Benge Industries
Todd & Joan Berinstein
Phillip & Julie Beyl
Binney & Smith



Young Audiences Arts for leArning 
HonorArY BoArd

Chairman 
U.S. Senator Ron Wyden

Clara Padilla-Andrews
Thomas Paul Augustine

Ernie Bloch
Margaret Carter

Superintendent Susan Castillo
Julie Emry

Darrell Grant

Michael Allen Harrison
J. Clayton Hering

Karen Minnis
First Lady Mary Oberst

Kim Stafford
Linda Yoshida

Young Audiences Arts for leArning 
BoArd of directors

President
Dr. Albert Davidian

Vice Presidents
Kathren Cavanaugh, Member at Large

Cheryl L. Cebula, Governance
Denis Hickey, Arts & Education

Judy Rompa, Development

Secretary
Marc Lintner

Treasurer
Cindy Laurila

Immediate Past President
L. Jan Robertson

Debi Bradway
John Branam

Dr. Suzanne Cusick
Barkley Hedinger
Kiki Hillman

Christian Joly
Michael Magaurn

Robin Mesher
Daniel P. Monaghan, Jr.

Gwen Ozaki
Gail Perkins

Marie E. Vermeer
Paula Wight

UP TO $499 (continued)
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Packouz
Greta Pedersen
Steven Philpott
David James Pollock
Portland Art Museum
Portland Opera
Portland Taiko
Nancy Pruden
Barbara Radler
Barbara & Jack Ramsey
Bruce Ramseyer & Rosemary 

Trierweiler
Tamara Reid
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Rhyne
Randall & Kathleen Robinson
Dr. & Mrs. Don V. Romanaggi
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Rosenfeld
Peggy  Ross
Tristen Ross
Barbara Ruben (in honor of 

Shirley Gittelson)
Erik & Leslie Runyan
Virginia Sager
Julia Sargent
Jennifer Scales
Marcia Schmidt
SCRAP
Howard & Manya Shapiro
Joan & John Shipley
Michelle Silver
Janan Skyhar
Carol R. Smith
Dr. Evangeline Sokol
Molly & George Spencer
Michael St. Clair
Stolzberg Family Trust
Susan Stratton
Dan Sullivan
Marshall Thurber
Dolores Tombleson
Cheryl Tonkin
James Turner
United Way of King County

United Way of the Columbia-
Williamette

Debbie Van
Carol Van Natta
Deborah & Robert Vaughn
Jay Waldron
Jennifer Walter & Garrett 

Hanson
Washington Trust Bank
Emma Whitcomb
Ben & Elaine Whiteley
Patience Willner
Dian Wiwatowski
Lee & Ellen Wood
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Gail Hayes Davis, Ed.D., Executive Director
Miriam Budner, Artist Programs Manager

Debra Jerome, Controller 
Beth Levy, School Liaison 

Briana Linden, The Right Brain Initiative Implementation Coordinator
Brenda MacRoberts, Associate Director

David Meesenburg, Run For The Arts Liaison 
Carin Rosenberg, The Right Brain Initiative Implementation Manager

Allison Tigard, Program Coordinator
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